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Johnson at Plymouth.
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1
sailed.    But the weather was so tempestuous that they could i land1.
Reynolds and he were at this time the guests of Dr. Mudg the celebrated surgeon, and now physician of that place, i more distinguished for quickness of parts and variety of knc ledge, than loved and esteemed for his amiable manners ; a here Johnson formed an acquaintance with Dr. Mudgc's farh that very eminent divine, the Reverend Zachariah Mudge3, P bendary of Exeter, who was idolised in the west, both for excellence as a preacher and the uniform perfect propriety of private conduct. He preached a sermon purposely that Johns might hear him; and we shall see afterwards that Johns honoured his memory by drawing his character4. While Jol son was at Plymouth, he saw a great many of its inhabitar and was not sparing of his very entertaining conversation. was here that he made that frank and truly original confess! that ' ignorance, pure ignorance,' was the cause of a wrong < fmition in his Dictionary of the word pastern*, to the no sin surprise of the Lady who put the question to him ; who havi the most profound reverence for his character, so as almost suppose him endowed with infallibility, expected to hear explanation (of what, to be sure, seemed strange to a comrr reader,) drawn from some deep-learned source with which ; was unacquainted.
1 Mrs. Piozzi (Ancc. 285) says : — ' The roughness of the language used on board a man of war, where he passed a week on a visit to Captain Knight, disgusted him terribly. He asked an officer what some place was called, and received for answer that it was where the loplolly man kept his loplolly ; a reply he considered as disrespectful, gross and ignorant.' Mr. Croker says that Captain Knight of the Belleisle lay for a couple of months in 1762 in Plymouth Sound. Croker's Bosivell, p. 480. It seems unlikely that Johnson passed a whole week on ship-board. Loplolly, or Loblolly, is explained in Roderick Random, chap, xxvii. Roderick-, when acting as the surgeon's assistant on
a man of war, 'suffered,' he s; 'from the rude insults of the sai' and petty officers, among whor was known by the name of LobL
* He was the father of Cok William Mudge, distinguished by trigonometrical survey of Engl; and Wales. WRIGHT.
3  ' I have myself heard Keync declare, that  the elder Mr. Mu was, in his opinion, the wisest r he had ever met with in his life. has always told me that he owed first disposition to generalise, am view things in the abstract, to h Northcote's Reynolds, i. 112, 115.
4  Sec jtarf, under March 20, 17
. 293.  -BosWELL.I am not a botanist; and, (alluding, no doubt, to his near sightedness) should I wish to become a botanist, I must first turn myself into a reptile.' Bos-WELL.
